INTERLUDE

Published by Roberta Gray, 14 Bennington Street, Cheltenham, Glcs
for the 43rd Mailing of the Off Trails Magazine Publiishing
Association. This is an interim publication between & Vagaries,

whims and other fancies. Well, iT is supolosad to be near
Spring, even if our cllmate hasn 20t the messsage yet.
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A SORT OF EDITORIAL

I am sorry, members, but I have only time to put in a few

pages for this mailing, and as the next numoer of Vagary wili
be the twentyfirst issue I did not want to be a few sheets to
save my membership, what this interim publication is. There
wasn't time to go to town on a big issue of Vagary so near the
deadlinel only flnlshed the exams ten days ago and I still feel
whacked. Five papers, for which were c*llowed three hours each,
plus two analyses, which must have taken a good twelve hours
each, plus advice to those about to get married - really and
trnly (I could have given Punch's advice, but the examiners
wanted more than one word). This took some more hours, plus
a report on ths whole thing. The odd thing is that althouah,
I was burning the midnight oil for weeks before the exams, it
wasn't until after they were all over I felt exhausted, dead
tired, narky, and thoroughly irritable. Which is why I have
left this until the last moment.

Anyway, I feel honour bound to put something in. I was
S0 preoccupied with my studies that I clean forgot to renew my
membership fee and Ron Bennett himself paid the balance from
his own pocket, realising that it huad slipped my mind. So I
owe a big thank you to Ron for remembering to retain my member-
ship for me.

With reference to the drawings on the cover on the last
Vagary, I don’t think I am going to have time to explain what
they were. Ken did promise to put the explanation in his zine
for me, but I never even had time to send them to him. Anywiy,
thanks for the offer, Xen. I will try to remember to zet them
in the next mailing if T haven't time to put them in thls one.
Incidentally, when ch Chvslln dropped me a line, he sugzested
what they were and he wasn't far from the truth. No, Ken, not
your second guess that they wer somcthing to do with astroslogy,
but your first. H'M, says he, what did I say?
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Now to answer a few of the comments on Vagary in the
mailing befsre last.

cphemeris for 1939 and on 23rd 3eptember the sun was still in
the sign Virgo. 29 to be exsct. How if you had only told me
the time you were born, I covld have told you what your
Ascendant was.

BRUCE . Sorry, Bruce, but you are Sun-Virgo. I looked up the

ARCHIE. What a pity you did notb zet the book "Astrology" and
Common 3ense". It is zood, you Know. nore than a limited
number of charts - as you state - hove bcen studied. 3By now
the chnrts that hove bren correlited must run into hundrsds of
th-us:nds. PFor the past contury research has been s0ing on and
charts comprnred by @men ind women who werd scnuinely intsrested
in mstrolo.y zud ware tirsd of <ll tac ch.rl tnry which had
crept into it - ad for waich wstrology 1s still sufferiug.
Thnere -re still chorlotsns, but tcll me ~ny subjcct thit has
not oot thom. But I did point out in the article in Vigixy
tht I h-3 not pbzliived in it, cither, until I startced studying
it. 4and I would cortiinly not have studied until .11 hours

of th: nisht for two yeors unless I oolizvad tacre wos somctalng
in it. But Archic, I @gyconfirmed, honcstly.

IiN. Well, ot loast you “amit thot you h-ve not studicd tho
subjsct of istrology. Jung, did you tmow. It was oc who sid
Myn-tever is born or donc this mom:zat of time, h.s tho gurlitics
of this momcont of time." Astrolosy ~cts within tho torms of

. puorson's cnvironnsnt, which menns th~t thos son of cuatm.n
~nd th: son of 1 dukc born -t tial s .m. momcont nd in the somo
Aros will hovas o simil-x owtlook on 1lifc, but whobover happins
to thoem, ~lohough thore will bo simil ritics will ~ct within
ths t.rms of their .nvironamcnts. Tad vsunl timc considcorcd
for the momcant of birth is when ta. child hos dr-wn its first
brenth.

T¢%L. I thouzh I'd s-id wht I wis studying. The modorn
Teropd" is L. -1l it Ussmic Corrclati n Thoory, which to ms
is only xmothor si.n f tho ~pdcrns boing incopable of gzlliné
-nything by its well xnown n-me. I prefer t2 c¢31l it wast it
n-s Boon c-ll:d for the s.st fsur or five thous.nd yers -
~stralozy. And frankly, athel, I don't care wheth.r the fans
scoff or not. iy private life is nothinsg to do with f.ndom
~nd tacir >oinions won't move @ ono inch from ~ny courss 1
intcnd to tike. 4As for witches, I wnow -t lc st hnlf . dozcon,
h ve b.cn -ccussd of buing onc mysclf, -ad thosc I &now sin-
ccrely belicved ia tadlir cr £t. Thiy weT- non-G .rda.riins, by
the wiy. However, 2 lon .l di=cussion will h ve & oo 1.f¢

ov-T until thc noxt V u Iry.
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CHARIES WELIS. Yes, cvoryone, docs h-ve an individuzl astro-
logicxl chart, cvon those born within scconds of c¢cich other.
But the ch.rt will sct within tho térms of thc environment. Séc
what I s-id in Ian Peters papargraph.

RON B. Yes, Ron, you 2re being unfzir re tho "astrology Jaz'.
Givc you the gen in roverse? Would you go to o doctor and SNy
"Nover mind whit my symptoms It -~ you'rc the doctor, so cure me Y
But I would not mind betting th.t you h ve the sign Gemini or
Virgo promincnt in your chaort. If you don't know the cxact time
you werc born, though, give me the yeor of i very import nt

event in your life ?nccidcnt, loss of ne r rclative, cte) and
I{Amy b. ~blsc to work out the approxim~tc time of birth. Can

I be foircr thon thot?

JOE. Why shouldn't gzirls h-ve coloured boy fricnds :nd vicky
v-.cky? Have you cver sccen the colour of the children in
orphin~ges who so scldom gt ~doptcd. The unwanted childron

is somcthing thc do-gdoders consistcntly overlook. Did you

rc~d in the pnper the other dny of ~ wom~n who dicd whilc boing
“ported (~ lsznl ~bortisn)? The child would h wve boen coloured
if she'd h~d it. And it's no good both political purtics trying
to kid mc that the Smethwick and Leyton clection results had
nothing to do with colour. I ~m drmncd surc they did. I don't
go out of my wry %o r-~d thosce d-mned books. The librarics harc
go out of thelr wiy to stock thom. If Bill brings 2 book back

I glince through it “nd 2 fow pages is cnough to tcll me wht
sort of = book it is. Incidcntally, onc of thes librarians in-
forms us th .t the most cnthusicstic rcrdors of thosc books are
loncly old lodics. Somcthihg for the psychologists to chcw over.

JOHN ROLES. What did I meon by saying that users of Crowl.y's
ritu~ls will be worshipping Crowlcy. If you rcod his hook of
migic you will find instructions that =211 lt:rs must bC ori-
_ntod tow:rds Boleskin, in Scotland. Crowlcy bought ~ housc
there and dubbed himself the L~ird of Bolcskin. But ~nyonc with
cven ~ littlc knowlodge will realisc on reading Crowley's ritunls
th~t many of them ~re ver much tonguc~in-check. Crowlecy, with
~nother man, dccided to raisc the ip-n" forcc in P ris in 1929.
Pcoplc in thec hotcl hoard - femnrful outery from ths locked room,
but it was not until ncxt morning thit somcone pluczcd up
courage to break thc door down. Crowley's assistant was dead
~-nd Crowlcy himscslf was taken of f to an 2asylum where he stiyed
for some months. You've 1ot OMPA in for somcthing, haven't

you? Vory well, you will got the construction®~ ch.rt, you will
zct exmples, and you will also gct ~ history of ~strology, butb
T -m ~fr~id it will not be this timc round.
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TERRY. Let us clear up o fow misconcoptions, shill we? First,
if you circ to look b:ick through the Vagirics, you will find
th~t ~lmost from thc first issuc I h.ave bicn writing ~bout what
you were rcfor to as whocky. Bill .nly writcs whot I sk him
to, usu:lly bochuse I hwve winted 0 say som:sthing on the sub-
joct mysclf, but hwen't the time, S0 he hhs obliged. If you
say that my choicc of materianl is up to mc, what 2ro you com-
pliining ~bout. I abominite jarzz, but if it werc ~ fan's hobby,
he would have every write to discuss it, regardless of whit T
think. After ~11, it's his mgazine, to do what he likes with.
I'11 tcll you =~ little story. Many yecors Aago, an cmin-nt «ci-
ocntist was approached and asked to writc on article decrying
strology. He agreced and wrotc the paper. Then along crme 2
fricnd, who was not ~n astrologer, by thc way, ~nd asked the
cmincnt scicntis® if he hnd studicd 2strology. The rcpdy wos
that the scicntist had not. So the fricnd asked why was he
going to mcad 2 phpSr on N subjcct about which he knew nothing
yot was very rendy to criticize it. "You'rc right," said the
omincnt sciontist. "I am being very unfair." And Einstein
torc up the lccturc he had written. Astrologers, like navi-
zators, usc gooccntric moasurcments, not hcliocentric. When
Er-tosthenes discovered the circumfercnce of the carth, longi-
tudc could be uscd. There was nlso an arbitrary division of
1atitude counting north ~nd south from Rhodes in the old days.
4nd haven't you heard of the Roman whtor clocks? Thcre werc
~1so sundials. I hope you arc not taking your pupils for
~stronsmy. You mcntion Neptunce nd Pluto being discovered well
into thc twentieth contury. Pluto was officially discovored
in 1930, bcfore o third of century was Ovir ~nd, in any cnse,
~strolozcers h-d becn nattering about the planct that moved
about 1° a year for roughly . hundrcd years beforce the sci-
cntisits admitted it was there. And Neptune was notb discovered
in the twentieth contury, but the ninctecnth. 1846, to be ex-
act. Hitler chucked out his astrolgers when they started tell-
ing him things he didn't want to herc. He also ordcr the books
on nstrology to be burnt throughout the prt of Europc his ~rmy
occupicd. If astrology is 2 glaring nittery how do you tccount
for the following pcople not only belicving in it, but going
~hc~d and practising it. To wit: Hippocrites, Copcrnicus,
~racalsus, Nostrodamus, N~ihod, Tycho Brahce, Bacon (Francis)
Kepler, Galilco, Dryden, Culpoper, Flamstccd, N.wton ~nd
Rich~rd Garnctt (A.G. Trent), who was Kocper of the FPrinted
Books in the British Muscum. Thosc pcoplc were right nits?
And I have only gquoted =~ fow names.

DICK ENEY. Modern strology is analysis, Dick. If onc hns
studicd 1t properly, one should be able to get the psychological
mrke up of 2 pcrson. And t legst once you've pzid an astrolger
you've paid, ~nd without hiving cvorything torn out of you.
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where s if you go to an analyst, how many timcs arc you on G
couch for now mwy wcese =—nd for how much moncy? To 4o nn 3tro-
lozieg~l ~nnlysis is hard work, hence the feues chhrged, but
should ~ clicnt wwnt yoorly dircctiosns after it won't cost s
much ~s the n~lysis feo origintlly charged.

LEN BAILES. Thorc is no truth in thé ncwspaper fill.rs that
Tho witchocs ~re orsanising thomsclves into unions. oOnc or two
th“t(%_know couldn't orginisc o rice pudding without mnking 2n
issuo,‘tIn fict, the why they corry on fiuding 1t timcs, makes
me suspect that they are ¢ither cox- or cmbryo s.f. fans. Whit
we hove got over herc is a sort of Wwitchcr~ft rcsenrch Assocl-
stion. 1 say sort of bécausc many pcople think thot it is =~
dcfinite orgnisation, but so far it has no chairmnn, prcsident,
or ~ny committce to ~rguc over who should do what. All it is
interestod in is whot it says - rescarch. As ~ metter of fnaet,
we werc ~t the dinncr given severtl months ~go in 7 London
hotcl that is supposcd to hnwve ~ very snooty nomc. If th~t
dinncr whe ~ sample of the food it is ond hotcl thot will ncver
sc moc booked in therce. Im fiet, I did sugzest to ons of the
witchcs prescnt thit he hex the cooks. The waitcrs —nd w it-
resses wers m-inly Itali-~n ~nd thoy looked pctrificd - can't
think why. It was supposcd to bl private, but somc nit told

~ daily paper, who ctme out with a lot of gnrbngc bout sup-
poscd witchecraft, including the old tircd onc thnt witches

are ~lways naked for thoir ritunls. I know for n fact they

~r¢ not (I m talking of non-Gordncri-ns). How do I know?

I'1l get round to thit story in ~ lator igsuc. But when L
decide to do some rescarch, I do it. Anywry, it this dinncr
woere some genuine rescarchers, scveral genuine witchcs 2and
occultists, ~and x large numbcr of curiosity scckers, plus the
ocddbnall who turned up to plug thcir own theorics. Onc informcd
me that hc had to come ~long bocouse his spirit guidc told him
he hd to ~ddress the mecting nd when we went in 0 dinncr ho
made straizht for the host's chnir. When th it failed he tricd
to sit in the guest spenkers chair. Then he tried Bill's, then
mine. @&ventually somconc mantgcd to pirk him in the scat with
his n~mc on it. Guoss whosc spirit guide didn't address the
comp~ny? Dospitc the fict thot it w~s supposcd n complitely
priv-~te dinncr, 21l the reporters from the Sunday horror comics
turncd up, including A long drink of watcer from ths tcws of the
world. Thc host, John M-th, (2 nom-dc-plumc) went ~nd had 2
word with them =nd it must h-ve bein o godd word. Thcre wasn't
4 peep in the papers nbout it. Incidentnlly, thc Gordnciritn
type of so-c~llcd witch was conpsicuous by thcir ~bscncce. H~ybe
boc~usc it whs kopt absolutely private ~nd therceforc publicity
scckers werc non personn grata.
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As I h.we montioned Gardncori-ns scveral times ~nd hhwve
obvisusly no timc for them I supnose I should explain why. Bub
first I should like to mnke it cler th~t Fer-ld Girdncr, ~1-
though He could bc so wrong 6 times did ~t lconst hove this in
his favour. Hc was nover uvnkind ~nd those whem he counted -s
his fricnds hc did try to hclp. What I have ~gainst him, and
I know onc should not spcak ill of the dead, is the misconccep- |
tion of witchcraft that he has given. Poor 0ld Gerald loved |
publicity, nnd when the Witcheraft Act was repealed in 1951
he couldn't rush into print fast cnough claiming to be the
lending mole witeh of this country. This rather narked another
m~n, who, I suspcct, wis going to claim that honour himsclf,
but Gorald beat him to it. So-the other one wrote 2 book, fter
Gorald hnd didd, of coursce, rovealing the rituzls and putting
in remarks that werce not quite truths, yct not quite lics. I
chocked with an ox~Gardncrisn who had broken frem Gerals scveral
yoars ago, who admitted thit the ritusls woerc corrcect. Gorald
kcpt on shoving in chunks of Crowley - she kept on shoving them
out, but after she had loft they started crocping back again.
Howcver, the wholc thing beils down to this: bonding, beating,
nudity 2nd towards the cnd a feathor duster (conseccrnted, t090)
was introduccd into the rituals. Any psychiatrist can tell
onc whnt bonding, beating, nudity (cnd feather dustors) menns,
and the word thcy have for it is not witcheraft. The author
of "The Battle for the Mind." did ~ lot of rcscarch on this
and summed it up as "Why don't they Jjust go in for kinky phrtics
and h~wve donc with it?".

But that is just it - so a lot of them arc kinks, but how
many of tht sort would admit to bcing kinks? Rother than be
honcst about and s~y "I know this is kinky, but I ~m doing it
becruse I like doing it." ©No - they mske cxcuscs for it by
¢cdging in on somcbody clsc's act and claiming that their kinki-
ncss is no such thing, but it's the old rcligilon. If they did
not c¢call it witchcr~ft they would call it by the nme of
another rcligion, cven if they haxd €0 invent onc. I am awirg
that somc poor wretches can't secm to help being kinky ~nd if
they arc they are, but what I object to is their d~mned dis-
honesty. If they ~re,they arc kinky - why protond it is 2
rcligion? In any cnsc, the witches of the non~-Grrdcrinn
varicty don't claim to bec rcligion. They cl-im %0 be a Craft.

ind tht's ~11l. I sccm t5 howve shoved 2 lot of commas ,
in thc wrong place, but perhaps next time I won't ds zuch o
rushed job. It is alwrys awkward cutting straight on stencil.



